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SAINT BENEDICT'S CHUROH 

In 1837, the first Roman Catholic Church, Saint Joseph's, 
was built in Terre Haute. The population of Terre Haute increased 
rapidly and many of the new citizens were German innigrants with 
a Roman Catholic heritage, therefore they attended Saint Joseph's 
Church. As the increasing number of German speaking people 
arrived in Terre Haute, they felt the need of a Church which would 
serve them, their German background and offer tne Mass in the 
German language so Saint Benedict's parish was formed, 

On Januamy 17, 1864, Father Martin Marty, 0.S.B., John Burget, 
Ernest Bluemal, Xavier Hahn, Mark Schoemell, Henry Rotz, George 
Hoffman, George Goeting, John Leonberg, John Hiscke, John Kuntz, 
Mauritz Gassnoke, William Kilz and Anton Held met to consider the 
new parish. They met again on January 31, 1864, and on Februcry 3, 
when a committee conpsed of Join Burget, Mark Schoenell and Henry 
Rotz were appointed to purchase lots number 158, 159 and 160 of 
Rose's Addition. It was decided that a school would occupy lot 
158, the recdtry lot 159 and the church lot 160. Lot 160 had 
a frontage of 99.10 feet on 9th Street and was 130. feet deep. 

On June 5, 1864, St. Boniface's Building Society was organized 
to secure members waose dues would be used toward the building of 
the new parish church. Relatives in Germany, "tne old country", 
were contacted for funds and an unnamed donor gave a lot which 


gold for $1,250 and this money wes added to the growing fund, 1 


1 


» History of the Catholic Church In Indicno, Vol.I 
(Logansport, Indianas Bowen and CO., 1098), pp. 447-448 


The first St. Benedict's Church was constructed by John 
Burget ond the corner stone was laid Oct. 2, 1865, It was 
dedicated in 1865. This building was rectangular in shape, 
with the entrance facing Ohio Street. It was a simple block 
shaped buliding with a steep pitched roof and gabled ends. A 
covered bell tower wes mounted on the gourh ond of the roof, 

The sides of the building contained the "Aduunesque" style windows 
which were each recessed in an erch, The same treatment was 
used over the entrance to the church including the statuary 

niche above the door. Typical of the era, the building was 
surrounded with a wooden vicket fence which was erected at 

the edge of the sidewalk. 

The.parish felt the need of a larger church by November 
1892, but "hard T prevented a building progran being 
undertaken at that time. On December 3, 1895, the pastor, The 
Reverend Peter W. Seh2roun, 0,M.0,, called a meeting to discuss 
Plans for e new church woen money was available. In attendance 
at tr&& meeting weret Herman Hulman, Sr.j Frank Prox} John F. 
Brinkman; Joseph FYrisz; Ernest Bleenel3; Jonn Dommerhausens Anton 
Hering and Auguat Fuchs. It was then decided to build the new 
churoh after tne "Romanesque Style of Architecture", becanse the 


Romanesque style gave, "more room for devistion'"," than the usual 


2 5 Bf. Benedict's Ghureh Centennial Brochure, p.14. 
Attached picture gi. 
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ernan Gothic s$yle. A building cowmittee of Hulmen,Hering and 


Gcharoun was appointed to visit churener in large neighboring 
cities for infor:stion and ideas upon which they could "preceed 
ingelligently",? The committee firet went to Quincy, Illinois 
and finding nothing whick they fevored they travelled to Chicago 
where they were impressed by St. George's Cethclic Church. Thig 
ehurcu met their erchitecturel quelificeations and they then cone 
tacted the architect, Mr. Adelph Dr.oiding, of Onicsgo. 

Mr. Druiding was a native of Geruany having been born 
May 23, 1833, in Aschendorf, Hanover, His training as an architect 
Was completed in Germany and it is known that ne built at least 
one cburob in Berlin before coming to the United States,  Saveral 
chureheSg were built in the Chicago area before the construction 
of St. George's by Mr. Druiding. In partnership with Mr. Druiding 
was Willian Nouss, whe had come to Chicago fron st. Lowis, © 
Mr. Druiding was so soncerned sbout the proper construction of 
St. Benedict's that when be aceapted the commission ne sent Mr, Nougs 
to Terre Haute to supervise every part of the construction, 
Mr. Nouss remsined in Terre Haute the rest of his life end sone 
Of his relatives live in Torre Haute to-day. Unfortunately Mr. 
Druidiny died ju Pebruary, 1598 and did net live to see the 


Completion of St. Bemedict's Church, 


» Terre Haute Evening Gazette, (Sat. Jure 17, 1899). 
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At a meeting of the building committee on March 21, 1894, 


it was decided to build with, "tro front tovers and a cupola 

over ihe trenseept,” and that" Adolph Druiding was to be engaged 

to make plans, drawings and specifications, "T At this meeting 

it was also decided to demolish the old church and build the 

new edifice fronting on 9th St. rather then on Ohio. The demolition 
of the cld church began April 27, 1896. 

All plans, details and specifications for the new church 
cane fron Kr. Druiding and or June 10, the cemmittee met and 
recommended sone chenges,. Mr. Hulman went to Chiecage to talk 
with Lruiding becut tne proposed changes arg then he visited 
south Bend anc Fort Wayne locking for additional ideas. 

On June 25, 1696, Mr. Druiding attended 2 meeting where final 
plant for the church were approved, A large fremed watercolor of 
the Church exgerior, whick wat executed by Mr. Druiding bengs in 
en office of the Rectory. It is precise in every detail as a 
1900 photograph shows with the exception of the statue of 
St. Michael which was raised in 1900 because 1t had not been 
completed by the time the church was completed, 

After epprovel of the plans a contract war let to Mr. P. He 
MeCoruaok and Co. of Columbus, Indiana as the low bidder, The 
Contract specified thet the McCormack Co., was to furnish all labor 
and materisl except the common brick, tiling for the sisles and 
the flooring for $62,000. Er. McCormack posted bond for $50,000 
end stipulatéd that the building would be completed by Sept. l, 1897. 


T » Histo of the Catholic Church In Indiana, Vol.I 
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fhe original pans for aa expenditure of $150,000 which would 
make St. Benedict's the nost expensive church in Indiana. 

On July 6, the committee, Mr. Druiding and Mr. McCorasok 
met because Mr. MeCcrmack had not figured in a second section of 
ornamental plastering in the original bid, he vag also concerned 
about the ability of the structure to hold a rose window which 


woule be inserted at the center of the transept under the dome, 


Another mecting on July 7th, 1596, wes neeesszry because 


Mr, McCorzack asked for an sóditionzl £125 to reise the gable 


ends of the transept walls four inches, At tnis time, Mr. 
McCormack agreed to seil all of tne cut stone for the building 
for $12,651, He sublet this contract to the E.J. Edwards and 
Ward Co. of Chicsgo. Tne six marble columns for the church 
interior were to cone from the Marne Quarry in Germany and were 
to be personally inspected by Mr. Hulman before they were accepted, 
These four supporting cclunmpagdthe dona arches and the other 
two, also supporting, around which the choir loft twined were 
capped with gosnion capitala designed by Mr. Druiding and then 
four granite columms were added at the top of each marble column, 
Tne six marble celuens in the church todcy represent all that 
reneins within the senctuary after tne fire of 1931, However, 
the fozby-iour grsnite colusng on the exterior of the church 
today are the sane ag the granite columss which were originally 
in the sanctuary. At this meeting Xr, Druiding agreed to furnish 
the corner stone free of charge as well as the drawings for the 
carving. Mr. Megormeck offered to do the cutting end setting 


Without charge. 


On July 21, 1896, the first shovel of dirt was removed by 


Pastor Schroun from the spot where the mein alter would stand. 
Trenches were dug and a foundetion bed of eighteen inch deep 
concrete wos poured, Mr, Hulman and Pestor Schroun laid the first 
stone on the north-cast corner on August 10. On August 6, Mr. 
McCormack asked for an additional $354.15 for extra concreting 
and stone necessary to build adequate piers to support the six 
intericr marble columns which would not have beses. Mr. McCormack 
was very concerned over the structure of the church because there 
wag to be no métai framework or support used within the church ag 
supportive noagurca, 

Tho corner stone was laid October 4, 19396 by the Rev. 
Pranels Silas Ohatard, D.D., Bishop of Vincennes. This cerenony 
wes preceeded by a parade which included a "platoon of police and 
two brass pande*,8 The corner stone contoined, " a parchment 
with a history of the parish from its inception; a volume of the 
history of the parish from its inception; a volume of the history 
of the dlggcese of Vincennes; a copy of the constitution of the 
United Stetes; a register of 211 school children, together with 
the Sisters teaching in the school; a list cf the choir monbers; 
& copy of each of the Terre Heute newspapers; coins of each de=- 
nomination of iue U.S. mint; seversl medals of the Blessed Virgin 
and St, Benedict; commenorctive üedals of the Qnieago World's 
Fair; a photograph of old St. Benedict Church; a photograph of the 
pastor; a book cf the city ordinances; pictures of Fort Harrison 
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» St. Benedict's Church Centğnnial Brochure, p.19. 


and prominent buildings of the citys a Catholic Directory for 
that year; some personal mementoes of Mr. Herman Hulman; a letter 
from Mayor Ross addressed to a future generation and a brief 
history of the celebrated Reinghold Band, written by Professor 
Jacob Breinig, 

The exterior of the church was completed March 12, 1898 
and the keys turned over to the trustees at 4150 p.m. 


On March 14, George Hepfinger, began the frescoing of the 


walls which cost $2,200. Mr. Hulman and his committee personally 


donated an additional $600 required for the gold leaf used in the 
decoration. 


The St. Benedict Statue, which still stands in the niche 


Over the main entrance to the church, was raised on March 31. 

On April 26, 1898 a committee went to St. Louis and visited 
the Stuchstede Bell Foundry to see the bells they produced; 
however the bells were ordered frou Meneely Bell Co. in New York. 
During the fire of 1950, the firemen concentreted on saving the 
south bell tower because of the three bells which it contained, 
These bells, which remain intact today, are made from seventy- 
eight parts of copper and twenty-two parts of tin. They were under 
Warranty not to break for ten years, and to have the "German" 
peal: tones of a lst, 3rd and 5th. The largest bell weighs 3,5559 
pounds, is tuned to"D" and is named "St. Francis", the next bell 
weighing 1,822 pounds is tuned to "Pj" and is called, "St. Benedict", 


the smallest bell, tuned to "A", weighing 1,027 pounds 1s called 
"The Blessed Virgin." 


y » St. Benedict's Church Centennial Brochure, p.19. 
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The interior of the church was very ornate and flooded with 
both natural and artificial light. While stating their intention 
to build in a "Romanesque Manner", the church was more in the 
Byzantine style internaily and externally. The Latin Cross style, 
capitals of the marble columns and dome which rested on a drum 
get with brilliant windows were typically Byzantine. While the 
cushion capitals designed by Druiding did not belong to ones of 
the five fundanental orders of Vignole they did serve the purpose 
of distributing the weight in order to hold the arches which 
supported the dome. Druiding's capitals were cerved with a thick 
vine like lease, painted light buff with the deepest carving 
tinted a bright red. These capitals were light and airy as were 
those of the Byzantine orders. 

Mr. Druiding also designed the pews, altars, organ case, 
interior fixtures, frescoing and woodwork. The wood was a 
contrast of golden and dark oa) and was carved ornately in a leaf 
design. The only original piece of carving left from the church 
preceeding tne fire, is the newàl post in the south alcove opening 
off of the vestibule, The concentration by the firemen on 
saving this tower resulted in this newel post, stairway, and 
the gray marble Pieta” remaining today as examples of the work 
Which went into the original church, fhe baptismal font in this 
alcove and the stained glass windows are also part of the original 


churches 


Tue ornemental plastering wes done by Bell and Mauch of 


Chicago at a cost of $5,000 and it took four months to complete. 
This compeny was selected because they nad done the Vanderbilt 
Castle in North Cerolina and the Savoy Hotel in New York. They 
lso executed the four life size plaster angels which were below 
the rose window at each ending of the arch in the transept. 
The angels were in flowing gowns bearing scrolls wrich read: 
“Glorifianus Te", "Adorsosus Te","Leucumust Te", and"Penedicunus 
Te*4 

All of the stained glass windowe including the four rose 
windows, (one in each end of the transept and one in the dome 
end the one over the entrance), were imported from Europe and 
creeted by Victor Vonderforst of Munster, Westphalia, Germany. 

The originel chureh bed five altars, the mein altar 
end four side altars, The altar railing extended to the Eastern 
most marble columns. This reiling wae low, carved cf dark oak 
and had white gates which were hung on massive brass hinges. 
The panel on one gete wes carved with clusters of grapes and the 
other gete with heads of wheat. The regl had a short curtain 
of pink silk, lece end gold behind it. The floor behind the 
tlt&r was carpeted in red and a red velvet curtain trimmed in 
gold hung fron the top of the sacristy doors to the floor, 
The sacristy doors also had large inserts of stained glass. 
Above the velvet wall hangings the walls were decorated fer 
eight feet with clusters of grapes, heads of wheat and were in 


dark purple, green, red and gold. From this line to the base of 


10 
the stained glass windows in the apse a lighter design in red 
and gold was used. On the apse ceiling over the high altar were 
twenty painted figures known es the "Salus Mundi" group. These 
were painted by Thaddeus von Zukotymski, á Russian-Gernan artist 
who was fauous in Europe and the United States for his lage 
murals. He charged $100 per figure or $2,000 for the complete 
work, 

The main altar was curved by Joseph Sibbel and contained 
a figure of Christ in agony on the cross with Mary on one side 
and St. John on the other. The figures in the side altars were 
carved by A. Sohiemann of Westphalia, Germany and was tne Pieta 
which is a copy of Michelangelo's Pieta., On either side of the 
main altar stood two imported gilt candlesticks which were seven 
feet tall. 

The altar rail extended in front of all five alters up to 
the marble columns. The north-east marble column had the pubpit 
mounted around it with curving steps to the hecturn. An erbagely 
carved airy white and gold canopy rose above the pulpit. The 
pulpit was rhehlg cexrved and contained four niches which had 
stetues of the four evangeliste in then, 

In front of the altar hung & large sanctuary lamp which had 
been made by the MitonelleVa&nce Co, of New York, It was of 
red glass with a heavy gold ornenent tracing over tne glass. A 


large gold chein suspended from the ceiling supported it. 


1i 

The woodwork wes executed by the Brunswick-Belke-Collender 
Cozpany and the doors opening from the street to the vestibule 
and the doors opening from the veetibule to the sanctuary ere 
original and an exemple of their work, 

The choir loft extended beyond the tvo west marble coluung 
and was supported by otber smaller columug. The fhoor of the 
choir loft which became the ceiling of the entrace to the sanctuary 
was decorated with gold circles on a white beckground and was 
considered a work of srt in its self. The organ case in the loft 
was also designed by Druiding while the organ was bade by the 
Kimball Organ Co. of Chicago. The case was ornately carved and 
was capped by minarets in the carving,  Tnís Byzantine theme was 
also encorporated on the exterior of the church where the minarets 
were used at the corners of the building at the roof line. 

The organ case also coordinated with the exterior of the church 
with the trifoils and quatrafoils carved on it. The use of 
trifoils and quatrafolls is seen throughout the chureh from the 
doors to the stained glass window forms and extends to the grill 
work inside end outside the building. 

The interior of the church had buff tile flooring and the 
walls had s six foot wainscoating of white clouded marbhh. Above 
the marble the walls were painted a light buff color. The stations 
of tue cross were set on the walls in bas relief and were lighted 
from the sides by both candelabra and electric chandeliers. The 
double use of lighting was necessitated because the electricity 


was unreliable. Metal ornamen&al bands surrounded wack of the 


marble columns with clouded globes for additional electrical 


lighting. The electric wires were run through metal pines 
so that the repair of these wires would be a simple process. 
Tne marble columns still bear the banding marks from these 
ligats. The church was heated by a steam boller in the school 
building wita pipes running under the rectory and then into the 
church, This same system is still in operation. 

The first picture of St. Benedict's church showe a cross 
on the dome but the next picture lecated in a book published in 
1907, shows the statue of St. Michsel of the dome, The Statue 
of St. Michael is incorporated in the drawing by Mr. Druiding 
so that it evidently was not ready by ths time the church war 
conpleted but wes certainly planned for fron the beginning. 
Newspaper accounts vary as te the type of construction and 
covering of the statue and state that the raising of the statue 
to the dome was considered an impossibility. However, Prox 
and Brinkman sent to Chicago for sexty feet of cable et tbe cost 
of $60.00 and on April 18, 1900, the statue was removed from the 
warehouse to the church by Mr. F. S. Sutherland. Because of 
the high winds on the 18th Mr. Satherland waited until Thursday, 
Avril 19, before he begen reising the péetue with s block and 
tackle which one horse pulled. Beginnirg the process at noon 
the stetue was raised by 6:00 p.m. and it remained suspended 


all night above the platform were it was secured on Friday, April 20. 


Four copper cables were attached to the upper part of the figure 
and then to the main dome using turnbuckles, and a twenty-seven foot | 


length of pipe ran up the leg of the figure and it was also 
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attached to the dome. A zinc base was used to help in retarding 


the corrosion of the copper. The statue weighed 700 pounds and 
was covered with copper over a nets] substructure and was hollow. 
It is moet likely that the statue was executed in Salen, Indiana. 

On July 30, 1930, two painters working in the owe spooted 
a fire in the dome and rt 1:56 p.m. yelled acrass the street 
to the fire station thereby sending out the first alarm. ‘The 
second alarn wes turned lr at 1359 p.n, but the bullding wes 
to né&hhfor the avalleble hose lengtz to cope witz the fire, 

The towere alone rose fifty feet above the ridge leve or one- 
hundred and twenty-five feet bove the lavel of the street., o 

The copper covered dome and the slate roof melted from tae 
inténse heat and the statue of the Archangel fell into tae 
center of the sanctuary. The firemen concentretec on saving 
the south-west tower because it contained the bells. The bells 
in this shortened tower are the originals as is the stained 
glass windows of this tower. The scuth-weet side dcor elso hes 
the original stained glase windows. 

The extention of the choir loft tc the marble pillars ccught 
the falling debris erd terety saved the doors which open into the 
sanctuary and the vestibule, On elther side of the entrance doors 
inside the sanctuary are ea pair of wrought-iron gates which are 
areas for pazphelet display today; however, these were originally 
open into the vestibule and kept locked go that visitors to the 


church could view the splendor of the sanctuary when the church wam 


lO erre Haute Tribune, (Thursday, July M1, 192C). 


locked, After the fire, when the church was remodeled, the 


vestibule wall was oompletely enclosed leaving the present 
niches. The alcove on the north-west side of the vestibule 
has plain gloss in its windows pince the fire and had a rest 
roon end dressing room installed for the altar boys. 

The restorstion of the chureh was undertaken by Francis 
Strum of the Ecelesiastical Art Studio, New Ter The architects 
were Miller and Yeerer and the builders were the Roehm Bros. Co. 
The church was rededicated at the 10:00 a.m, nass Sunday, Dec. 15, 
1931.7 ° 

The interlor of the original chruch was very elaborate, light 
and airy through use of the elaborate white and gold decoration, 
the white groin taulting and because of the dome which emited 
R vast amount of 14ght and the additional windows which were in 
the roof on either side of the church between the towers and 
the side doors, In rebvilding the church the windows of the &oum 
and roof were eliminated ond the church was painted a solid buff 
color the only decoration being a painted alne design aroung the 
walls which resembles the mosaic style. Again, a tie with tbe 
Byzantine style of architecture. 

It was impossible to rebuild the church in its original 
style for financisl reasons ond so in rebuilding the groin 


vaulting was replaced by barrel veultlng. The altar rall now 


extends only past the main altar and the choir loft is greatly 


verre Heute Tribune, (Seturday, Dece,12, 1931). 
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reduced, The six marble pillars, which are the originals, 


are crumbling because of the intense heat they experienced 
during the fire and if a dome had been erected upon then a 
second time they would at the present time be unable to support 
the weight. 

The rebuilding wes done using the exterior walls which 
rezsln unchahged as high as the gable line. These walls 
rise ninety feet, the nave is sixty feet wide and the vestibule 
seventy-six feet in width. The rose windows have a seventy-oue 
foot diameter. The building is one-hundred-thirty feet long and 
the transcept one-hundred-twenty feet wide. If the vestibule 
is exeléed from the church it tends to conform to the Byzantine 
Latine Cross plan, 

While the church has sharp gables at the transept ends and 
over the entrance which are thougit of cs Gothic in appearance 
its rustication, and use of multicolored etone banding tends to 
be Romanercque. Mr. Druiding used the Gothic trifoil and 
quatrafoil design throughout the church and it is seen in tiie 
reusining parts of the originel caurch externally and lnternaily. 
The quatre@eil is often used iu a circle as seen in the wénéows 
in the doors, the top of the stained glass windows and in tie 
carye stone on either side of the west rose window. The quatre- 
foil pattern is found in the metal grillwork inside the sanctuary 
eng also in the metal grating, walch covers the ground level 
windows on the exterior of the building. The trefoil pattern 
4s seen at the top of the stained glass windows and is even 


carried out in the metal drain pipe holders, which are original 


even though the drain pipes have been replaced, 


16 
Ine crosses mounted on the gable ends of the church have 
arts woich also end in tue triroil pattern, The external lights 
at iirst appearance seen to fit into this patterning system however, 
tuere was no outside lighting at tne tine the original church was 
built snd none was installed until the renodeling so taese 
lights were selected to harmonize with the cuurbh decorative 
SCLeLe, 
ius green sit-ined coverings of tiie confessionsis and tiie 
Vestibule nicnes on the north and south sides of the church are 
the original copper covering which has not been cleaned. 
Originally these rooiings sparkled in the sun as did the copper 
covered done, 
While the brown stone of tne church was considered the 
finest uveileble when it was ordered it is creating a prblem today 
because it is beginning to cruable. 
St. Benedict's as it appears today is im essence Only tie 
exterior fruuework of a great Cathedral type church which was 
Originally built by the German Catholics of Terre Haute, 


However, enough remains of its style to ahve a comprehensive 


Picture of what Mx. bruiding and tue perichoners conceived vo 
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be "Gernan Romanesque’. 
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A LISTING OF PEOPLE AND THEIR PART IN THE 2869 omuhcH 


Architect--Adolpnus Druiding, Chicago, Illinois 

Assistant Architect and Overseere-iin, Nouss 

Apse paintinge- ("Salus Mundi") ‘fhaddeus von ZukotyBski 
Aasiíist nt, John Koppier ` 

Bells--Meneeley Bell Oo., Troy, New York, 

Common Brick--Jncob Bennett and Sons, Terre Haute 

Concrete walXg--F. Giebel, Terre Haute 

Copper and slate roof--Max Jennings, Logansport, Ind, 

Design of corner stone, altars, pews, organ case and interior fistures-~ 
Adolphus Druiding 

Electric wiríng--Trantzan and C0., Ohicago, Ill, 

Figures is side altars and Pletas= A. Schienann, Westphalia, Germany. 

Four angel figures in dome-=-Beil and Mauck, Ohicago, IlL. 

Frescoing--George Hepfinger, Milwaukee, Wisoonsin 

Gas fired steam hend-e- Frank Prox, Terre Haute 

General Contractore- P.H, MoCoruack and COo., Oolumbus, Ind. 

Main Altar --Joseph Sibbel, New York 

Marble Colunns-- Mafne Quarry, Geruany 

Marble wainsooting, baptismal font and marble portions of altars, 
Sheraan and Flavin, Chicago 

Michigan Brown Stonee- O'Brien vul Anberg, Chicago, I11. 

Organ--Kinboll Co., Chicaogo, Ill. 

Ormanental Plastering-- Beil and jfauck, Chicago, Ill. 

Pulpit, pews, altar rail, confessional doors, doors and woodwork 
executione. RBrunswick-Balze-Oollender C0., Siicago, Ill. 

Red pressed bricike--Findlay and Co., Ohio 

RE tamens Miolal deat, nna 

S = : z ee Probabl, ^ ^g 

Ri ia) MONA giotor Tonderforst, Munster, Westphalia, Germany 

Superintendent of consatruction=-Edward Ferrell, Terre Haute, Ind. 


BEOONSTRUOTION OF CHURCH IK 1920 


Architect-- Miller and Yeager 
Bullders-— Roehm Brothers 
Designer-— Francis Strum, New York 


Hoe CEN 
\ Igo Gount l 
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